
Interim Findings 
The collation of the classification data shows the 
distribution of themes – providing indicators for the 
next phase of analysis. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Ascertaining Data Usage Using Deductive 
and Inductive Thematic Analysis 

IRIDIUM Project 
The IRIDIUM project at Newcastle University 
(IRIDIUM, 2011) has the stated aim: “... to produce a 
complete holistic plan and infrastructure for 
Research Data Management in the University, 
making data generated by research at the 
University both available and discoverable with 
effective curation throughout the full data lifecycle 
in consultation with the researchers who produce 
it.” 
 
To achieve this goal, an extensive consultation 
period with researchers from all schools and levels 
was undertaken, including semi-structured 
interviews and surveys.  
 

• Produces a rich output that reflects real opinions. 
• Output is a very large corpus of data. 
• Qualitative techniques allow the most salient 
   points to emerge. 
• Enables distillation of this large corpus of user data 
into something manageable and most importantly 
actionable (Braun & Clarke, 2006; Jansen, 2010; 
Neuman, 2006). 

Final Themes 
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Process 
 
 
 
1. Interviews were conducted across a wide range of 

users within the university – from PhD students to 
Professors and Deans. 30+ interviews took place, 
conducted by post graduate students. 

2. Interviews  were  recorded and transcribed by the 
interviewer. 

3. The Interviewer then conducted a deductive 
thematic analysis using the predetermined 
themes: Perception, Purpose, People, Process and 
Provoking. 
 
 
 

 

Thematic Analysis 
• The categorisation of data into meaningful 
categories or themes – Can have deductive and / or 
inductive stages. 
• Deductive stage uses predetermined themes and 
produces an initial classification. 
• Deductive phase allows large data corpus to be 
refined down so that it is manageable for the 
inductive phase, where a single researcher can 
generate new themes from the whole data set. 
•   Inductive  stage is directly informed by the data 
and produces more well defined classification based 
on data rather than preconceptions. (Braun & Clarke, 
2006). 
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Diversity The overarching theme is that across many aspects of data 

management there is a great deal of diversity amongst users and 

any policy should enable users to achieve best practice rather than 

apply a one size fits all “solution” to data management. 

Data Analysis The consensus was that much of the processing of data that 

currently takes place on local machines would be more efficiently 

accomplished on larger scale servers, but that users are largely 

unaware that such services may exist in the university. 

Longevity / Life 

Cycle 
There was a strong consensus from interviewees that data should 

never be thrown away. There should be a separate system for 

archiving data and current data. Any policy should attempt to 

support long term storage of research data, and the access to it, as 

well as current data. 

Responsibility Who should be doing what with the data, with storage, with 

security and with access? The recommendation to take forward is 

to make the situation clear, and provide training if needed for 

users. 

Sharing and 

Collaboration 
Another strong theme is the concept of data access, in particular 

sharing data with collaborators, both internal and external. The 

university should provide a method of sharing data post 

publication, which should be linked to publications and to 

researcher’s profiles, and provide flexible guidelines on sharing 

with collaborators. 

Process Continued 
 
 
 

  
4. Single Researcher combines outputs and performs 
Inductive Thematic Analysis – generating new well 
defined themes. 
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